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PGE Plans Further Extensions 


Will build south to Vancouver, north to Dawson Creek, 
estimated total expenditure of $60 million 


The long-planned extensions of the 
Pacific Great Eastern from Squamish, 
B.C., south to North Vancouver, and 
from Prince George, B.C., north to 
Dawson Creek, are now definitely 
scheduled to be begun this year and 
next, respectively. The two projects 
together involve construction of some 
310 miles of new railroad, at an esti- 
mated total cost, including purchase of 
some new equipment, of $60 million. 

Vancouver Extension — The pro- 
posed southerly extension, from the 
PGE’s present southern terminal at 
Squamish, to North Vancouver, will be 
about 40 miles long, and is estimated 
to cost about $12 million. Most of the 
initial contracts for necessary grading 
will probably be awarded within the 
next month or two; and the target date 
for completion of the line is the late 
summer of 1956. 

This line will replace the steamship 
service now operated by the railroad 
between Squamish Dock and Vancouver, 
and will give the PGE its second 
actual rail connection with the rest 
of Canada’s railroad system. 

Dawson Creek Extension — The 
other extension, from the PGE’s pres- 
ent northern terminus at Prince George 
north to Dawson Creek, in extreme 
northern British Columbia, is expected 
to be about 270 miles in length, and 
to cost in the neighborhood of $48 
million, including equipment purchases. 
Actual construction on this line is ex- 
pected to begin in the spring of 1955. 

For most of its 40-year history, the 
British Columbia-owned Pacific Great 
Eastern was an isolated railroad, be- 
ginning at Squamish, ending at Ques- 
nel, 347 miles to the north, and having 
no physical connection with any other 
line. Then in 1952 it completed an 82- 
mile extension farther north from 
Quesnel to Prince George. where, for 
the first time, PGE tracks were con- 
nected with those of another railroad— 
the Canadian National's line to Prince 
Rupert. 

That that extension has paid off is 
indicated by financial results of PGE 
operations—a 1950 loss of $763,000 
was reduced to $216,000 in 1952 be- 
cause of added business produced by 
the link with the CNR at Prince 
George; and was further reduced last 
year to $54,000, in spite of a prolonged 
woodcutters’ strike. 


PASSENGER CARS 


First of 20 New ‘Domes’ 
Placed in Service by NP 


G. W. Rodine, passenger traffic man- 
ager of the Northern Pacific, has re- 
vealed that the first of that company’s 
20 new dome cars entered service 
August 16, on the transcontinental 
“North Coast Limited.” 

Final delivery of the 20 cars is 
expected sometime this fall. Four of 
them—two dome coaches and two 
dome sleepers—will be assigned to 
each of the NP’s Chicago-West Coast 
trains. 

The cars are being built by the Budd 
Company at a total cost of approxi- 
mately $5,280,000. 

Each of the new dome coaches will 
accommodate 46 passengers on the 
main level and 24 in the dome. The 
sleepers, in addition to 24 dome seats, 
will offer four roomettes, four double 
bedrooms and, under the dome, four 
single bedrooms. 


LOCOMOTIVES 


The Union Pacific has ordered 50 
1,750-hp diesel freight units from the 
Electro-Motive Division of General Mo- 
tors Corporation. Delivery f the units, 
which will est $8,680,000. is to be com- 
pleted in September. 


FREIGHT CARS 


The Nevada Northern has ordered 
four steel cabooses from the Rail & 
Industrial Equipment Co. for delivery 
in 1954. 


Western Pacific.—A new com- 
bination depot and office will replace 
existing facilities at Fruitvale, Cal. The 
row building, approximately 36 x 23 
ft, plus a 126-x-24 ft freight shed over 
a concrete platform, is being con- 
structed by company forces. A new 
$130,600 steel sugar shed, 360 ft 
80 ft, is being built to replace the 
present timber facility at Oakland, 
Cal. Ben C. Gerwick and the Soule 
Steel Company are working with com- 
pany forces on it. 
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Sacramento Northern.—Trackag 
Rights——This road has applied to the 
ICC for approval of trackage righ 
agreements covering operations oye 
the Western Pacific between Sacn. 
mento, Cal., and Stockton, and ove 
the Santa Fe between Stockton anj 
Pittsburgh. The 76-mile total of the 
two segments would enable SN tp 
abandon its car ferry service actos 
the Sacramento river at Mallard anj 
its 4-mile line between Montezuma and 
West Pittsburgh. Authority to abandon 
these facilities is sought in an accom. 
panying application. 


Sacramento Northern.— A new 5l- 
ft through girder bridge with concrete 
abutments will replace a trestle and 
two existing bridges‘on this road's line 
at Yuba City, Cal. Cost of the project 
is estimated at $45,295. Other projects 
planned or under construction include 
replacement of a timber trestle op 
the Woodland branch with 72-in cor. 
rugated iron pipe and fill ($27,625); 
installation of two power-operated 
switches and 702 ft of track at Sankey 
($26,925), and installation of a 100. 
ton track scale, pit, scale house and 
scale track at West Sacramento ($12; 
671). 


Authorizations 


_ McCLOUD RIVER.—To issue, without competi 
tive bidding, an unsecured Promissory note in 
an amount not exceeding $1,500,000. The note 
will evidence a loan from the McCloud, River 
Lumber Company, and proceeds will be used to 
finance a line extension 


. WATERVILLE RAILWAY.—To abandon its entire 
line, approximately 4.5 miles, from Waterville. 
Wash., to Douglas. A 1948 flood washed away 
the line, and it was not rebuilt. Meanwhile 
the company has obtained a certificate ov- 
thorizing it to operate as a motor comnton cor- 
rier between the two towns. 


Santa Fe-Southern Pacifie.—To 
prepare the way for a grade crossing 
elimination and union station construc. 
tion project, the city of Fresno has 
asked the ICC to issue a certificate 
that public convenience and necessity 
would permit abandonment by the 
Santa Fe of its main line into the city. 

The city’s application proposes that 
the Santa Fe be granted trackage rights 
over the Southern Pacific line and share 
passenger facilities with the road in a 
union station to be built at or wear the 
site of the present Southern Pacific 
terminal. 

The city would have the Santa Fe 


* abandon 11 miles of track and its 


Tulare Street passenger station. The 
project contemplates elimination of 32 
grade crossings. 


Northern Pacifie.—Two contracts 
have been awarded in connection with 
construction of the $5-million auto- 
matic retarder yard now being built 
at Pasco, Wash. One contract, covering 
retarders and electrical equipment for 
automatic switching and _ retardation, 
went to General Railway Signal Com- 
pany at a total cost of “close to $1 
million.” The other contract, for grad- 
ing. was awarded to J. A. Tirteling 
& Sons, Auburn, Wash. 
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0 LEVELS UNDER THE 


SAME DOME 





a being explored in... 


\’s Home-Built Dome Car 


More of this type may follow, the SP says, if passengers 


ap- 


prove pilot model, just completed at Sacramento 


The Southern Pacific has just com- 
ted its first dome passenger car— 
bilevel design worked out in a for- 
lightweight parlor-observation car 
the company’s Sacramento (Cal.) 


between the 
full-length or 


The basic differences 
P design and existing 
standard” size dome cars are: (a) 
jere are no passenger facilities be- 
ath the upper floor level; and (b) 
« dome extends over a part of the 
terior that is at conventional floor 
vel, 

The purpose of this design, accord- 
g to Claude E. Peterson, SP vice- 
resident, system passenger traffic, is 
) put every passenger seat in the car 
nder the glass top. By covering both 
vels of the car, the dome gives an 
usually high-ceiling effect and an 
: of spaciousness, Mr. Peterson com- 
ented. The top of the dome, he said, 
s about 20 inches above 
bar roof line. 





the normal 











The interior beneath the dome is 
vided into three areas—a~ cocktail 
yunge on the conventional level, and 
lounge and an observation section on 
he upper level. The space between 
he upper level floor and the normal 
oor level beneath is given over to 
torage and to air conditioning equip- 
ment, That portion of the car floor area 
wt under the dome houses a small 
rvice bar and valet quarters. 

The car will be tested on a num- 
ber of SP “name” trains, both to get 
passenger reaction to the design and 
Mo see how it works out under actual 
Bervice conditions. 

The car is 81 ft long, and has a 
‘otal seating capacity of 64. Its ex- 
Nerior colors follow the orange and 





Southern Pacifie.—This road has 





plied to the ICC for authority to 
onstruct and operate a 9-mile line to 
servé a plant of the C-lifornia Port- 
and Cement Company in the vicinity of 
Mojave, Cal. The cement company 
would pay for the construction and 
donate the right-of-way. In return, it 
would receive partial refunds of freight 
charges paid on its shipments over SP. 
he refund arrangement would not 
apply on any shipment delivered to or 


yeceived from any other carrier at 
Mojave, 
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red scheme of the road’s “Daylight” 
streamliners. Basic interior colors— 
shades of green accented by the browns 
of teak and rattan—were worked out 
by Maurice Sands, a San Francisco de- 
signer. Interior furnishings are “char- 
acterized by simplicity” and are “in 
the manner of the best Pacific Coast 
contemporary design,” Mr. Peterson 
explained. 

Employees who worked on the car, 
along with members of their families 


are being given a special trip in the 
car from Sacramento to San Francisco. 








Southern Pacific.—Intercity tele- 
phone dialing, now in operation be- 
tween San Francisco and Los Angeles 
and between San Francisco and Sacra- 
mento, will be expanded to include 
Stockton, Tracy, Martinez and Oak- 
land, using a combination of carrier 
channel and physical circuits. The 
telephone company will provide neces- 
sary equipment for connecting rail- 
road circuits with rented private branch 
exchanges. When completed, the sys- 
tem will enable all SP employees 
within this territory to dial ene an- 
other directly—and at a considerable 
saving in time. 

A pneumatic tube system (9,300 ft 
of six-inch tubing and 12.000 ft of 
four-inch tubing) is being installed at 
Taylor yard, Los Angeles. It will be 
used for movement of waybills from 
yard to yard office, and from yard office 
to freight office; and for car tags, con- 
sists and other train papers between 
yard, freight and hump tower offices. 

Automatic crossing gates are being 
installed at Market, Main and Weber 
streets in Stockton, Cal., where from 
four to six tracks are crossed. Pro- 
vision has been made for part-time 
manual operation during periods of 
peak switching moves to minimize de- 
lay to vehicular traffic. A new 15-ft 
control tower was built as a part of 
the $63,000 project, which is expected 
to result in an annual saving of $20.- 
000 by releasing four crossing watch- 
men for duty elsewhere. 
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CTC for SP’s 
“Cascade” Line 


Having completed installation of cen- 
tralized traffic control between Kla- 
math Falls, Ore., and Crescent Lake 
97.4 miles—the Southern Pacific has 
begun work on a second installation to 
cover the 95.4-mile territory between 
Crescent Lake and Eugene. 

This is single-track territory and in- 
cludes a 43.8-mile helper district be- 
tween Oakridge (elevation, 1,206 ft) 
and Cascade Summit (elevation, 4,480 
ft). The line has numerous 8-deg curves 
and a ruling grade of 1.8%. The new 
project will include equipping 19 sid- 
ings with power-operated switches. 

All but one siding will hold 101 cars, 
plus engine and caboose. To obtain 
this capacity, it was necessary to ex- 
tend existing sidings from 200 to 1,500 
ft. Because of prohibitive physical con- 
ditions, the one shorter siding will 
have a capacity of 89 cars—not suf- 
ficient for maximum tonnage trains 
but helpful for meeting and passing 


helper engines, work and _ passenger 
trains, 
A fireproof building already has 


been completed at the Eugene yard, to 
house, in addition to the CTC control 
machine, three other dispatchers and 
a chief dispatcher. Movable wall panels 
and a suspended ceiling system provide 
flexibility in room layout. 

Except for approximately 36 miles of 
trenching, where underground signal 
cable will replace open-line construc- 
tion, work is being undertaken by SP 
fore es, 

Other Projects— To eliminate sharp 
curves at both approaches to a bridge 
over the Clackamas river near Port- 
land, the company is building a new 
line and a new bridge (five 110-foot 
through-plate girder spans) at a total 
cost of about $711,000. Construction 
of the sub-structure for the bridge is 
covered in a contract to Lee Hoffman, 
Beaverton, Ore. 

Two truss spans over the Merced 
river near Livingston, Cal., are being 
replaced by two 100-ft and one 60-ft 
deck-plate girder spans, at a total esti- 
mated cost of $209,000. Morrison- 
Knudson Company will build the snb- 
structure and company forces will erect 
the superstructure. 

Detector fencing will be installed on 
the Cascade line north of Klamath 
Falls for 1.6 miles, adjoining 2.2 miles 
already in service. This project’s cost 
has been estimated at $44,000. 









T&NO TRAINS TRIMMED. Some im 
portant changes you might like to jot 
down in your Form A folder: 


Effective August 11, we liquidated 
our Hustler, Trains 15-16, 
Houston and Dallas 


between 


On August 12 we revised schedule 
of our Sunbeam No. 13 to leave Hous 
ton 8:20 AM instead of 4:45 PM, ar 
riving Dallas 12:45 PM. No change in 
departure or arrival Train 14, how- 
ever, and the Sunbeam continues to 
carry streamlined equipment 

On August 10 we dropped Trains 
25-26 between Shreveport & Houston. 


Just as we go to press we hear 
the news that we'll be running a 
through Washington-Sunset 
Route sleeper 
room, 10 


(6 double bed- 
roomette), startung 
from Los Angeles August 28 and 
from Washington, D. C. August 
29, on our Sunset Ltd., connect 
ing with the Crescent (Nos. 37 
38) out of New Orleans. See Ta 
bles 1(C) and 2(C) of Form A 
folder for schedules. Through 
car will operate Washington-Los 
Angeles 





Big Trees Picnic 
Train Draws 693 


The annual Big Trees pic 





y the time a passenger on an 
B eastbound California Zephyr 

reaches Chilcoot, Milepost 339, it 
is usually dusk and he is likely to pay 
little attention to the railroad’s second 
longest and thirty-seventh tunnel. 

However, that there’s a lot more to 
this 6,002-foot bore than just an ordi- 
nary tunnel is revealed by the present 
extensive construction work which has 
been going on in the present tunnel 
since November of 1953. 

Construction of Chilcoot Tunnel at 
Beckwourth Pass began in August, 
1906. Because of the geological forma- 
tions it proved a very difficult job. At 
that time the term “Wild West” was no 
exaggeration. The tunnel gang were 
a hardy lot and liquor flowed into camp 
faster than rock out of the tunnel dur- 
ing the summer of 1907. This was cor- 
rected by buying up all the saloon 
licenses for miles around. The men 
tried to get around this by rattlesnake 
hunts at dusk each evening to justify 
a supply of “snake-bite medicine.” 

The tunnel was finally completed 
in May, 1909, a few months before the 
driving of the last spike, and for a few 
years the rails inside were kept shining 
by the passing of many trains. Then 
fire—greatest hazard to a timber-lined 
railroad tunnel—struck No. 37 in 1912. 
Such was the intensity that it burned 
and smoldered for many months. In 
order to keep traffic moving, a three- 
mile shoofly (temporary passing track) 
was built over Beckwourth Pass along 





Chilcoot. Funnel 
Gots a Now Look 


the line of the old Sierra Valley Raj. 
road between Chilcoot and a point jus 
east of Rainbow, now Reno Junction 
Because of a 3.6 per cent grade, trains 
were double-headed over the shoofy 
which crossed the old narrow-gauge 
roadbed midway over the tunnel. 

The intense heat inside the tunne 
made reconstruction work difficult 
even long after the fire had been 
brought under control, and it was sey- 
eral months more before the tunned 
was restored to its original condition 
and returned to service. 

Present work now in progress a 
Chilcoot is part of an overall program 
to modernize tunnels on the Westem 
Pacific. Timber sections, exposed to 
hazards of fire, are being removed and 
the entire tunnel is being relined with 
concrete at a cost in the neighborhood 
of two million dollars. The work is 
being done by the Utah Construction 
Company under the direction of Chie! 
Engineer Frank R. Woolford. L. C 
Landreth is engineer inspector on the 
job. Preparations for the work began 
on November 1, 1953, and cement was 
first poured on November 17. The 
project is scheduled for completior 
some time in December of this year 

Even then, it is unlikely that, Cali- 
fornia Zephyr passengers will realize 
there’s a lot more to a tunnel than 
Webster’s description, which reads 
“A subterranean passageway, espe- 
cially one for a road, railroad, canal 
etc., or for a sewer or drain.” 





nic 





excursion train operated on Avg- 
ust 1 was more than a success— 
it wowed them with 693 paying 
passengers. To cope with the 
ticket sales the Southern Pacific 
had to run tHe Sun Tan in two 
sections, the first being the ten- 


The following former 
Pacific system engines 
have been scrapped or 
sold on the T&NO 


car picnic train. S.P. - T&NO 
Steam power was used through- 1698 TOTS Com, 3/9 
out the entire trip, with two 1700 457 Com, 5/21 
2-8-0's doing the chores between 1705 W45 Com, 6/15 
Watsonville Junction and Big 
Trees. The entire schedule came 1843 4.6} Hou. 5/17 
off as planned by the handling lO} 486 Hus. 3/12 
oe LHs NWF nd Cal 2455 650 Hous 3/12 
9 & Pp a 
omer aaa aay nao trip. Fare $12.50 ous6 651 Hou. 3/25 
from San Rafael oUus7 652 s.H 12/2/53 
Oct. 10—Cal-Nevada ak R&LHS—WP oh 
and Feather River Rail 3600 9 s.H 2/26 
3601 990 s.H 2/3 
Oct. 24—Nor-Cal—SN to Pittsburg 
sancaant ion can be obtained from the 3603 991 S8.H 2/12 
following addresses reaper 3605 989 Com, not del. 
Norther California Ralvo*Beimont, 3606 993 Hou, 6/25 
eee & Lacomative Siete og al 3608 992 Con. not del. 
cie J. ¥E. Turner, 1739 Berkeley 
Berkeley ot ONE ada Railroad Histori- ee 4 Come not del, 
ol vac > 0 
eat wn Geciety- Arthur Lioyd Jr., 3533 3621 96: Hou 5/27 
Pasadena Dr., San Mateo, Calif 
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@ Page Four 


3623 997 Com. not del, 
3624 963 Hou. 7/12 
3626 958 Com. 3/17 
3628 985 Com, 6/15 
3632 967 Hou. 6/25 
3635 998 s.H 3/3 
3637 984 Hou. 5/27 
3641 969 Com, 3/22 
3642 957 Com. 3/22 
3644 968 Com. 3/17 
3645 955 Com. 3/17 
3646 966 Com, 3/17 
3648 983 s.H 2/23 
3726 902 Com. 3/9 
3753 903 Com 3/9 
3757 926 s.H 12/14/53 
Woh 710 Hou. 7/12 
4406 =704 Hou. 7/12 


Com.- Commerical Metal Co 
Hou. - Houston Compressed 
Steel Co 
S.H - scrapped at Houston 
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Western Pacifie’s ... 


San Jose Branch 


By ARTHUR LLOYD JR. 
Western Pacific Office of Public 
Relations 
On March 2nd, 1907, the Board 
of Trustees of the City East San 
Jose wrote the then-being-built 
Western Pacific Railway and of- 
fered their townsite as the road’s 
western terminus. They stated 
that conditions were more favor- 
able and land was cheaper and 
more plentiful than in any other 
part of the Bay Area and, most 
important, no bay crossing or 
bridges would be necessary to 
reach the city. Virgil Bogue, vice 
president of W.P., answered that 
their offer was most graciously 
received but plans in 1907 were 
still too nebulous to discuss the 

subject intelligently. 

It is now past history—Western 
Pacific built into Oakland open- 
ing their line between that city 
and Salt Lake City on November 
1, 1909. The citizens of East San 
Jose were a farsighted group, 
however, for forty years later 
the W.P. took advantage of their 
land offer and purchased a large 
tract of land in what is now Mil- 
pitas. 

By the terms of the original 
mortgage the Western Pacific 
could not build or acquire any 
feeder lines but the company de- 
faulted on its bonds and on June 
28, 1916, was sold on the steps 
of its Oakland Station. The new 
company was not bound to pay 
off its mortgage before building 
any feeder lines so Charles M. 
Levey, the new president, im- 
mediately engaged a consulting 


The 


engineer, J. W. Kendrick, to make 
an independent survey toward 
building or acquiring such lines. 
Kendrick immediately recom- 
mended a branch line to San Jose 
commenting that the territory 
was rich in potentialities. Con- 
struction was begun in July, 1917, 
but interrupted by World War I. 
The Federal Government took 
over operation of the nation’s rail 
lines and construction of the San 
Jose branch was halted on the 
premise that the territory was al- 
ready adequately served. With 
return to private management on 
March 1, 1920, construction was 
started immediately as the West- 
ern Pacific was anxious to tap 
the rich Santa Clara County 
farm and orchard wealth. 

The line to San Jose from Niles, 
23 miles in length, was opened 
on September 1, 1921, and freight 
and mixed train service started 
immediately. For passenger ser- 
vice to connect with main line 
trains at Niles the company or- 
dered two gasoline motor cars, 
Nos. 198 and 199, which were 
delivered to the company’s shops 
at Sacramento on December 7, 
1922 at a cost of $16,420.00 each. 
They were built at Wabash, In- 
diana by the Service Motor Truck 
Company and were of their model 
55. Each seated 42 persons and 
was powered by a four cylinder 
Midwest engine, model 399. They 
were 42’ 10” in length and weigh- 
ed 26,000 pounds. 

The little motor cars started 
regular service between Niles and 
the passenger station at East San 
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Western Pacific 198 was one of 
two motor cars built to offer 
connecting passenger service to 
San Jose. Lack of patronage, 
coupled with other reasons, 
caused the W.P. to give both 
cars to the Georgia Lumber Co. 


—Photo from Western Pacific 





Jose on May 14, 1923. Train No. 
101 left the East San Jose station 
at 9:40 a.m. and arrived Niles 
10:30 a.m. to connect with east- 
bound No. 2, the “Scenic Lim- 
ited.” Westbound it left Niles 
4:15 p.m. and arrived East San 
Jose 5:05 p.m. connecting with 
the “Scenic Limited” en route to 
San Francisco, train No. 1. This 
arrangement continued until the 
service was discontinued on Aug- 
ust 30, 1931 with few variations 
in the original schedule. Lack of 
business coupled with the de- 
pression and demands for a full 
crew by the brotherhoods hast- 
ened the demise of the service. 
Following the discontinuance 
of passenger service the motor 
cars were given to the Georgia 
Lumber Company in Georgia pro- 
vided the lumber company pur- 
chased at ledger value the stock- 
pile of parts used exclusively on 


the cars. Thus, except for oc- 
casional special trains, passenger 
service to San Jose was short 
lived. 

The depression years saw drops 
in main line traffic but San Jose 
branch continued with its daily 
freight train and during fruit and 
lettuce seasons business boomed. 
The consolidations and_ ten- 
wheelers hauled long strings of 
refrigerator cars to the Niles 
main-line connection. Steam eng- 
ines disappeared from the branch 
soon after the end of World War 
II and service to San Jose was 
the first complete dieselization on 
Western Pacific. 

The biggest industrial news 
ever to hit the San Jose area was 
formally announced on February 
15, 1953 when Ford Motor Com- 
pany made known officially its 





Western Pacific 96 was the first 
engine into San Jose after the 
crossing at East Santa Clara 
Street was completed. Opposite 
is photo of the ceremony with 
a little girl leading the locomo- 
tive by a ribbon across the car 
tracks on September 1, 1921. 

—Photo from Western Pacific 
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Biggest turn-out of people in recent years for the WP San Jose 

line was the operation on May Il, 1949, of the Railway & Loco- 

motive Historical Society's “Genoa” (ex-V&T 4-4-0) from San 

Jose to Oakland. Shown here is part of the crowd at the Western 

Pacific roundhouse at San Jose with the old time train in the 
foreground. 


plans to construct a 35 million 
dollar assembly plant for the pro- 
duction ef Ford cars and trucks 
on 160° acres of land it had pur- 
chased from Western Pacific at 
Milpitas. 

The huge assembly plant will 
cover 30% acres, around which a 
two-story office building, admin- 
istration building and other 
buildings for employe and factory 
facilities as well as a huge test 
track will be built. Western Pa- 
cific will lay out a 500-car switch- 
ing yard just north of the proper- 
ty at a cost of about $500,000, 
with plans for further expansion 
when required to accommodate 
900 cars handling shipments of 
incoming parts and accessories 


and outbound cars and trucks, as 
well as products of other indust- 
ries expected to locate in the 
area. Preliminary plans call for 
two indoor rail lines running the 
entire length of the 1800-foot 
assembly building. 

Construction of the yard is now 
underway and both yard and 
plant expect to be in operation 
in time to produce 1955 models. 
Western Pacific has big plans for 
its San Jose branch which will 
soon see many more trains than 
the present one-or-two round 
trips now being made daily. 








Reprinted from The Ferroequinologist, 
published by the Central Coast Railway 
Club, San Jose, California. 
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State Drafting Plans 





to Run Bridge Transit 


Key System Wants to End Rail Lines 


The State is already drafting plans to maintain trans- 
Bay rapid mass transit if Key System decides to go out 
of business, The Chronicle learned last night. 

Several alternative blueprints will be ready for of- 


ficial announcement soon. 


The disclosure came as East Bay cities mobilized 


once again to fight Key ‘Sys 
tem's latest request to curtail 
East Bay and trans-Bay sched- 
ules—by 1,355.000 vehicle miles 
annually—and to boost fares. 

City managers and city at- 
torneys will attend a pre-hear- 
ing conference with the State 
Public Utilities Commission at 
the State Building here at 10 
a. m. today. 

Others will testify in Oakland 
City Hall at public hearings 
July 14. 


PROPOSED CUTS 

Here are the proposed cuts on 
the trains: 

B — (Oakland-Grand avenue 
line) — Continue the present 

-peak period service, in the morn- 
ing up to 8:45 a. m. and in the 
evening from 3 to 7 p. m., but 
at all other hours the. trains 
would cut back at Broadway in- 
stead of going to the end of the 
tine at Underhills ‘road. Passen- 
gers would use local buses, with 
transfers. 

C — (Piedmont line) — Com- 
plete elimination of service after 
7 p.m. and on Sundays. Patrons 
to use local buses to reach other 
bridge lines. 

E—(Claremont line) — Same 
change as for the C line. 

A and F lines—No change. 


LONG-RANGE PLANNING 

The longer-range planning dis- 
closed in Sacramento looks to 
the long-discussed possibility 
that Key System may eventual- 
ly propose itself out of exist- 
ence. 

The State Toll Bridge Au- 
thority ordered the report to 
guide decisions if and when the 
need arises. 

State Bridge Engineer Stew- 
art Mitchell, who is preparing 
the report, would not discuss 
its contents prior to its presen- 
tation to the authority. But he 
said it “goes into every possi- 
bility” of alternative service to 
that now being provided by 
Key. No particular solution is 
recommended. 

THREE PROPOSALS 

From other sources, however, 
it was learned that the pros 
and cons of these varied pro- 
posals are discussed in the re- 
port: 
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1—Institution of a shuttle rail 
scrvice, operated either private- 
ly or by the State, between the 
present San Francisco terminal 
and a terminal that would be 
ce istructed at a close-in East 
Ezy location; possibly 40th 


street and San Pablo avenue in 
Oakland. 

2-—— Abandonment of train 
service altogether. In this case 
the bridge tracks could be paved 
over to provide two additional 
traffic lanes on the lower deck 
of the bridge to be used either 
oy buses or private autos. 

3—Paving over one set of 
train tracks to provide an addi- 
tional traffic lane on the lower 
ceck, thus providing four auto 
lanés on the lower deck. 
SINGLE TRACK 

Trains would continue to use 
the remaining single track, with 
schedules spaced so that trains 
moving in opposite directions 
would meet and pass on Yerba 
Buena Island, where a double 
track would be retained for a 
short distance. 

In the event this last plan 
should be adopted, there is a 
suggestion that the present San 
Francisco terminal could be 
abandoned and trains coming 
o‘f the bridge could continue on 

en elevated track to be con- 
stucted along Mission street to 
Van Ness avenue, with a loop 


vound San Francisco's civic’ 


center. 
TROLLEY CARS 

If the bridge shuttle plan 
were adopted, the possibilty is 
raised that local service 
throughout the East Bay could 
be provided by modern light- 
weight trolley cars—possibly of 
the streamlined variety now 
used by San Francisco Munici- 
pal Railway.- 

These cars could travel b; 
direct route on either a de 
vressed right of way or a raised 
restle from a_ central Oakland 
train terminal to Berkeley, ‘and 
possibly to Contra Costa Coun- 
ty points. 

(The Toll Bridge Authority is 
already the owner of 37 inter- 
urban trains which it leases to 
Key — whose other 51 trains, 
plus 626 buses, are privately 
owned.) 
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A Key System traffic engineer 
has admitted publicly that his 
company intends to abandon all 
trans-Bay rail service ‘‘as soon 
as we are in a financial position” 
to do so. 

The term “financial position” 
refers to the fact that if Key 
abandons all rail service, it will 
have to pay for tearing up the 
tracks and repaving East Bay 
streets, 

The admission was made by 
J. R. Worthington at a pre-hear- 
ing conference on Key's current 
application to the California Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission to cur- 
tail service and increase fares 
once more. 

First Admission 

It confirms an opinion long 
expressed by Key critics, but 
never before admitted by the 
company—that it would like to 
drop its rail service altogether. 

Worthington told Comsr. Verne 
Scoggins that Key could save 
between $700,000 and $750,000 a 
year by substituting buses for 
trains on all trans-Bay lines— 
that .s, after track removal and 
repaving were paid for. 

Oakland City Mgr. John R. 
Hassler asked him if Key would 
save enough money to reduce 
fares. Worthington said cau- 
tiously it was possible. 


Take Over Asked 
Hassler then suggested that 
the East Bay cities, as previously 
proposed, should take over the 
system to take advantage of the 
saving—he estimated it at one 


million dollars a year—in taxes 
the company has to pay. 

None of the other East Bay 
officials, however, took up the 
idea. 

Earnings Cited 

Worthington earlier told Scog- 
gins that Key’s current applica- 
tion, if granted, would enable 
the company to earn 4.68 per 
cent on its investment, instead of 
1.54 per cent (as it now claims 
to be earning). 

And if its requests are turned 
down, he said, Key will lose 
$240,000 in the fiscal year which 
starts tomorrow. 

Representatives of riumerous 
East Bay cities on hand ques- 
tioned Worthington informally, 
but Scoggins, opening the con- 
ference, emphasized the merits 
g the company’s proposals were 
‘not to be debated at this time.” 
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New Southern Expressway Plans 
Leave Center Strip for Tracks 


By Dick Chase 
The state’s new ‘Southern Freeway” will be geared to future 
plans for a Bay Area rapid transit system. 
This was revealed late yesterday before a joint meeting of the 


supervisors’ streets and finance committeees by B. W. 


Booker, 


state highway engineer, and Sherman P. Duckel, public works 


director. 

Both confirmed, as revealed 
exclusively in The News Wed- 
nesday, that the state has taken 
over. the city’s Mission Freeway 
project, and will build a 25 mil- 
lion-dollar link between the Bay- 
shore Freeway and Junipero 
Serra-blvd 

Inner Portion Shelved 

This shelves. for the time being, 
the inner portion of the Mission 
Freeway which was to have cut 
through the district's most con- 
gested area from Diamond-st and 
Monterey-blvd to a Central Free- 
way connection near Laguna and 
Market-sts. 

In addition to its six traffic 
lanes, however, the Southern 
Freeway will have a 36-foot cen- 
ter reserved for two rapid tran- 
sit tracks, Booker said. 

The city presumably will make 
the same provision in the 13 
million-dollar link it plans be- 
tween the Southern Freeway’'s 
Bayshore terminus and the Army- 
st end of the Southern Crossing. 

Second Plan 

Nor is this the only rapid tran- 
sit plan on the fire. 

Duckel said his present plan- 
ning, although it postpones the 
Mission Freeway indefinitely, in- 
volves a 36-foot rapid transit 
right-of-way through the Mission, 
roughly following the old South- 
etn Pacific route. 
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SP Will Build 
1500 New Cars 


Construction in 
Own Shops Slated 


Southern Pacific Co. will build 
another 1500 large-size railroad 
box cars in its own shops. 

This was announced yesterday 
in Portland, Ore., by D. J. Rus- 
sell, president, following a meet- 
ing of the company’s board of di- 
rectors. 

The first cars of a previous 
order for 1250 box cars are just 
now starting to roll off SP’s shop 
assembly line. 


New Box Cars 

Addition of these 2750 cars now 
authorized or under construction 
will raise to 25,400 the number 
of new box cars acquired by 
Southern Pacific since the end 
of World War II, Mr. Russell 
said. 

This will bring the total num- 
ber of all types of new freight 
train cars acquired or authorized 
by the company to almost 43,000. 








Addition of unique passenger 
cars on El Capitan trial run 
another "Big Dome" for '54 


GAIN the Santa Fe Railway directed 

attention to its genuine eagerness to at. 

tract and hold its passenger trade in , 
highly competitive field by unveiling July 19 
for test on El Capitan two experimenta’ 
streamline “Hi-Level” cars. 

Each has an upper deck devoted entirely 
chairs for passengers and a lower deck for 
barrage storage space, rest rooms and servic: 
equipment. By using the doubledeck arrange. 
ment which eliminates vestibules, each car 
carries 67 passengers compared to seating 44 
to 48 in present streamlined chair cars. 

In addition to larger seating capacity and 
improved baggage and rest room space, this 
type of car provides a quieter and smoother 
riding quality and more efficient maintenance 

“Hi-Level” cars are 15 feet in height, com 
pared to 13 and one-half feet for standard 
cars and are 85 feet in length. They are of 
all-stainless steel construction equipped with 
four-wheel outside swing hanger trucks. 

The floor of the upper deck is eight feet ani 
seven inches above the rails, or four feet ani 
three inches higher than the floor of a regulay 
chair car. Being farther from the rails, pas- 
sengers will ride with less noise and vibiatioy 

Exterior of each car is fluted stainless ste 
with a row of wide picture windows running 
near the roof line. They are not dome cars. 

Doors are located at the center of the car 
on both sides. Passengers entering the ear step 
directly in from platform level and hand their 
luggage to a porter who places it on shelves 
running along the corridor in the center of 
the car. A special locking device enables the 
attendant to keep all baggage under lock ani 
key until it is required. 

Luggage is unloaded at stations through a 
separate opening in the side of the car there- 
by leaving the vestibule clear to facilitate de- 
training and entraining of passengers. 

Rest rooms on the lower level are much 
larger than those on a standard car. All serv- 
ice equipment, air conditioning, auxiliary 
power, generators, batteries, ete., are complete- 
ly enclosed in compartments on the lower level 
This arrangement will make it possible t 
perform minor adjustments or repairs while 
the train is in motion since equipment is ac 
cessible from inside the car. 

The upper level contains 67 rotating and 
reclining seats upholstered in foam rubber and 
covered with blue needlepoint. They have ad 
justable head rests, and leg rests. 

There are no baggage rests above the seats, 
and individually controlled reading lights are 
recessed in a panel along the wall. The carpet 
is a special cactus design, and the center aisle 
is depressed to give more head room. 

Santa Fe’s two “Hi-Level” cars will operate 
as a unit during the experiments. So that thej 
can be operated in standard trains, the tw 
will be joined together at the ends which have 
doors at the upper level. At the other ends 
stairways lead down to the conventional level 
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Santa Fe upper-level coach 527 now making test runs on the El Capitan and 
‘the Sen Francisco Chief. - Santa Fe Company photo 





Southern Pacific experimental dane-lounge 3600 on the "Supt, Spur" at 
Sacramento just prior to the test Tunse - Southern Pacific Co, photo 
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Improvement 
Of Muni Put 
At $10 Million 


Trolley Coaches 
Cheaper Than Cars 


Municipal Railway officials 
told the San Francisco Parking 
and Transit Council it would cost 
approximately 10 million dollars 
to improve the city’s transit 
system. 

Charles H. Miller, manager, of 
the Muni, made the cost esti- 
mate in answer to questions from 
the council, composed of down- 
town business leaders and prop- 
erty owners eager to improve the 
sagging Municipal Railway. 

Miller’s detailed report on the 
eouncil’s recommendation will 
first be studied by the Public 
Utilities Commission and then 
forwarded to the downtown 
group. 

“Trolley Buses Cheaper “ 

The total cost of putting into 
effect various transit improve- 
ments would be about $9,568,850, 
Miller said, and $300,000 of this 
could: be “saved” if ‘the railway 
uses trolley coaches instead of 
streamlined streetcars. 

. Among the major proposals in 
Miller’s report were moderniza- 
tion of the B and C (Geary) lines 
and the J (Church-st) line; re- 
placement of all old streetcars 
on the K (Inglesade), L (Tara- 
val), M (Plymouth) and N 
(Judah) lines with streamlined 
cars, and electrification of the 
55 (Sacramento-st) line. 

On the Geary-st line, Miller 
said, a trolley coach operation 
would'cost’ about $1,030,900, but if 
streamlined cars were purchased 
it would“ cost’ $1,100,000. 

Equipment Costs 

Conversion of the J line to trol- 
ley coaches would cost $365,000, 
but modernizing the tracks would 
cost $145,000. Track work on the 
K, L, M and N lines would cost 
about $228,950. 

Equipment costs of the Muni, 
including streamlined cars on the 
B, C and J lines, would cost 
$3,849,300, Miller estimated. But 
by using trolley coaches on the 
B, C and J lines this figure could 
be trimmed to $3,146,000. 

Purchase of 70 new buses to 
replace worn-out ones would 
cost another $1,603,000. 

Underpasses Discussed 

A proposal to construct under- 
passes beneath Market-st inter- 
sections would expedite pedes- 
trian traffic, Miller said, but 
should be planned to tie-in with 
any future subway up Market-st. 
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TRANSIT REPORT 


The following changes in the planning of the §, fF, 
Municipal Railway were revealed in the report by the 
manager of the railway to the Parking and Transit 
Council. 

The long-planned cut-back of the M line has now 
been abandoned in favor of a loop at the present end 
of the line for PCC operation. A short-cut to the 
Geneva car barn is included in cost figures using the 
existing tracks on San Jose Avenue now out of service, 
Cost of M line improvements are set at $128,900.00, 

Improvements on the N line include track work on 
Carl Street and a wye at 30th and Judah for PCC oper- 
ations at a cost of $100,000.00, 

PCC cars for the K, L, M and N lines would require 
a total of 86 cars and 46 more cars would be purchased 
at $42,300.00 each, 

Plans for the B, C and J lines are wncertain with 
the railway offering two alternatives---PCC's or Trolly 
coaches. Miller's report states that while trolly 
coaches would be desireable (to the Muni) on Geary 
and Church Streets, the results of the last bond 
elections indicate that the voters perefer street cars 
on these streets. 

Cost figures for Geary Street's B and C lines 
include reconstruction of track on Geary from 10th to 
33rd; loop at 2nd and Cornwall, a wye at Geary Barn, 
a wye at 33rd and Geary and the relocation due to the 
Geary Expressway at a cost of $1,100,000.00 in addition 
to 32 PCC cars at $42,300.00 each. 

The J line would require a loop at 30th Street ata 
cost of $145,000.00 plus 13 more PCC cars. 


DOWN THE PENINSULA ° 


On Saturday, July 17 diesels came to the Southern 
Pacific's commute service when 5318 headed train 162, 
On August 1 three more 5300's arrived and most off- 
peak trains were diesel powered. On August 25 two 
trainmaster diesels (2400 h.p.) 4811-4812, went into 
service, The 5300's did not perform too well and hai 
difficulty keeping the former steam schedules, ‘The 
4800's remain to be tested, 

The peak hour trains are still steam powered md 
the 4470's are coming out of storage. 4478, es, 
4486 and 4487 are in cammte service; 4479 ana 487 
are at Watsonville and 4475, 4476, 4480 and W481 are 
at San Joaquin Valley points on the Western Division. 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPS also corrected list on right 
of engines sold to Purdy Co, with date sold md scrappeé 


2375 5/28 6/10 1249 Bay. 6/2) 
2824 6/15 6/24 2310 Sac. 6/21 
2480 not yet del. 2378 Sac. 6/21 
3217 not yet del. 2797 Sac. 6/1} 
3611 5/17 5/27 3313 Sac. 6/21 
3620 5/17 7/20 4115 Sac. 6/21 
3710 not yet del. 4117 Sac. 6/21 
3699 5/28 6/10 4119 Sac. 6/21 
3713 6/28 7/13 4319 Sac, 6/21 
4320 not yet del. 4351 Sac. 6/21 
4333 not yet del. 4400 EP. 3/23 
4366 6/15 6/24 5002 Port 6/25 


MW564 Tus. 6/30 
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